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Welcome to Art is the Word! The newsletter that showcases and celebrates art from schools in our division. 
We are into our 16th Edition, and there is no let up when it comes to creativity and learning in our schools! 
There is much to share as we enter 2019! 

The idea of using art as a tool for learning the curriculum continues to thrive as teachers embrace creative 
learning in their classrooms. For example, when studying the layers of the Earth’s crust, students were asked 
to create a picture / diagram which included all layers of the Earth’s crust in a creative and very colorful format. 
Their final images were open for interpretation – some containing unique systems and objects within the space 
background.  

When grade 5/6 Immersion students at EIDC were learning about mammals, amphibians, insects, and other 
animal classifications, they were asked to create a new animal consisting of two existing animals. Along with 
the pictorial invention, they were required to name their new animal and write about its characteristics. In their 
write up, they were asked to explain the consequences of their mixed invention. Would this animal be able to 
function? For instance, would an elephant mixed with a budgie really be able to fly? Would it have hollow 
bones? Feathers, etc.? 

This project was done with oil pastel with an em-

phasis on crea ng a sense of depth using light, me-

dium, and dark colours. EIDC and RCH School mid-

dle years students par cipated in this project. 



The mixed animal project was also done at the high school level. These images are from CLC, and although still 
in the middle of completion, really reflect the students’ artistic skills which have developed over the years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Other Invented Creatures… 

At DTS, grade 5/6 students were reading the book “The Last of the Great Whangdoodles”. The book gives an ex-
cellent description of a “Whangdoodle”, an unusual creature crossed between a moose and a pony with chamele-
on like features. Students interpreted what was written and the results were quite spectacular.  

Note: teacher sample above was done 

a er students created their own uninflu-

enced “Whangdoodle”! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning about Landscapes in oil pastel.  

To study perspective, early years and middle years students were asked to create a landscape that could be a 
Winter scene, or where they would like to be in the Winter. Landscapes had to include a horizon line, a large ob-
ject in the foreground, and smaller appearing object in the background. Coloring had to reflect what students have 
been practicing up to this point – creating dimension using value.  

In several schools we created colorful portraits that not only incorporated artistic elements like value and color 
theory but also conveyed emotions the artist wanted to represent. To express our emotions, we chose paper 
that would have meaning. For example, red could mean angry, blue could be sad, purple could be happy. Then 
through examination of facial features, we incorporated angry eyebrows, or a happy mouth, etc.  

Expressing our moods and feelings through art 

These faces and expressions were created 
by EIDC, ELI, and ARB students. 

These images were created by 
early years students at ESNI 
and ESAS. 



Amazing Art!! 

In addition to the landscape and horizon line study, we explored continents and topography in clay at Richer 
School. 

We began by reviewing the continents and our learning intentions. We studied diagrams and maps and then 
proceded to sculpt our continents, being sure to include natural terrain such as trees and rocks. Once the 
pieces are glazed, they will be assembled into a puzzle of the Earth! 

The landscape study coincided 

nicely with topics students were 

already learning class. Some were 

learning about our Canadian prov-

inces, some were learning about 

structures. These images are by La 

Salle and Richer School middle 

years students. 

Also at RCH, grade one students created skunks in soft pastel to correspond 
with their skunk study. Why a skunk study? When students have accidental 
first hand encounters with a skunk, it prompts a skunk study! Students 
learned about the different types of skunks, their habitats, their anatomy, and 
wrote about their learning.  



 

Exploring mixed media at the high school level 

At all three high schools we embarked on an exciting mixed media project. In some instances, students had 
a particular theme in mind and layered their projects with paper, modge podge, paint, and anything else 
unique that could contribute to the piece. In other instances, students visually interpreted a song and along 
with traditional paint, included such unique materials as flowers, candy, sand, cotton balls, feathers, and 
anything else that would help interpret their feelings towards the song.  

These pieces were done by 
CLC and SAC students. 
They are a result of the stu-
dent’s hard work, creativity 
and self expression. All piec-
es were carefully planned out 
from start to finish with pre-
liminary writing, sketching, 
creating, and finally, reflec-
tion. 

A Final Word on the Newsletter….  
If you have any art news, art input 
or comments, please send it my way 
to: gdoll@srsd.ca   Remember…  

I hope you enjoyed this newsletter!  


